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2019 by the Numbers 

97 

33 

14 

9 52  

Young adults call  

Wesley “Home” 

 (meaning we see them  

twice a month or more) 

Young adults live in 

our Intentional Living 

Center (WILC) 

Wesley Leaders & Encounter-

MICall interns serving the 

church for 10+ hours a week 

Participated in a small 

group/ discipleship study 

Free, complete & nutri-

tious meals served with 

your help 
9  

Director’s Report 
This last year  has been a beautiful, challenging 

and wild ride over here at Wesley. Despite the 

growing rift in the Global UMC, students are 

showing up and of course, God is, too.  While the future of the 

church is looking different than our past, I have so much hope 

because of the ways young adults are coming to the table.  Be-

low are some of our numbers, and while they are a snap shot 

they aren’t the whole picture so be sure to read some student sto-

ries (on the inside) of what Wesley means to them. And THANK 

YOU– your support of this vital ministry not only supports stu-

dents, but the very future of our faith.  

Asti White 

Wesley. 
wesleyofkalamazoo.com 

2350 Ring Road North  

Kalamazoo MI, 49006 

Just a year ago, I landed here in Southwest 
Michigan from Atlanta, GA. I feel as if I just 
started yesterday, at the same time I feel like it 
has been a life time that I have been here engag-
ing in creative ministry, building strong relationships, and growing in 
my faith. 
 
In my time of serving in Kalamazoo and at the Wesley Foundation, I 
have focused on intentional community, anti-racism, and healthy-
sustainable living. Each of these areas has broadened my understanding 
of God’s love and has given me the courage to take my next faithful 
steps. I am pursuing Ordained Ministry and Wesley has pushed me in 
exploring creative ways I may engage in ministry throughout the 
world. I see God in the beauty of this place and the power of this com-
munity through the work of including all LGBTQ+ as we share the 
love and grace that is offered so freely to us all.  
 
Intentional community has drawn me into deeper reflection to God, 
creation, and the world around me. I have grown in my self-identity as 
a Christ follower and as a faithful friend. I am excited for what this 
next year brings and I am honored to know the work we are doing is 
for the Glory of God. 
 
* US2s are United Methodist Global Mission Fellows serving two years in mission 
and ministry 



What Wesley Means to Me:  

Stories from Current Students 

Wesley has provided me a place to be my full authentic self as a 

worship leader. As a black woman and a part of the LBGT+ commu-

nity, having a church authentically accept me and others like me, has 

been a very important and heartwarming experience that has led me 

closer to God. I’ve made a lot of meaningful connections with other 

students and have solid community. I will take what I have learned at 

this campus ministry with me for the rest of my life.  

-Eden Scott, Music Major 

Initially I really appreciated how open Wesley was to tough conversations. 

The leaders encourage talking about faith and LGBTQ persons in the 

church, and racism in modern society. This drove me to apply for the  

leadership team. Through leadership, my relationship with God and 

the Wesley members grew exponentially. Leadership has taught me 

many things about how I incorporate God into my daily life and practice,  

and pushes me to keep discussing those tough topics. I believe that  

Wesley has help me develop my spirituality in a way no other  

place has on campus  

- Keeton Bigham Tsai, Engineering Major 

You can also donate online through PayPal at 

www.wesleyofkalamazoo.com/donate 

I grew up going to a Methodist Church and wanted to be connected to 

the church while in college. Wesley is a welcoming community where 

I’ve made a lot of friendships and grown more connected to God 

through seeing God work in others and  learning about how  

God works in our world. 

Mitchell Lapham, Engineering Major 


